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PART 2002—GENERAL GUIDELINES
FOR SYSTEMATIC DECLASSIFICA-
TION REVIEW OF FOREIGN GOV-
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§ 2002.1 Purpose.

These general guidelines for the sys-
tematic declassification review of for-
eign government information have
been developed in accordance with the
provisions of section 3.3 of Executive
Order 12356, ‘‘National Security Infor-
mation,’’ and § 2001.31 of Information
Security Oversight Office Directive No.
1. All foreign government information
that has been incorporated into the
permanently valuable records of the
United States Government and that
has been accessioned into the National
Archives of the United States shall be
systematically reviewed for declas-
sification by the Archivist of the
United States. Declassification reviews
shall be conducted in accordance with
the provisions of these general guide-
lines or, if available, in accordance
with specific systematic review guide-
lines for foreign government informa-
tion provided by the agency heads who
have declassification authority over
that information. All foreign govern-
ment information—

(a) Not identified in § 2002.6 of these
general guidelines or in specific agency
guidelines as requiring item-by-item
declassification review and final deter-
mination by an agency declassification
authority, and

(b) For which a prior declassification
date has not been established, shall be
declassified as that information be-
comes thirty years old.

§ 2002.2 Definition.

Foreign government information as
used in these guidelines means:

(a) Information provided by a foreign
government or governments, an inter-
national organization of governments,
or any element thereof with the expec-
tation, expressed or implied, that the
information, the source of the informa-
tion, or both, are to be held in con-
fidence; or

(b) Information produced by the
United States pursuant to or as a re-
sult of a joint arrangement with a for-
eign government or governments or an
international organization of govern-
ments, or any element thereof, requir-
ing that the information, the arrange-
ment, or both, are to be held in con-
fidence.

§ 2002.3 Scope.

(a) These guidelines apply to foreign
government information that has been
received or classified by the United
States Government or its agents, and
has been incorporated into records de-
termined by the Archivist of the
United States to have permanent
value.

(b) Atomic energy information (in-
cluding information originated prior to
1947 and not marked as such; informa-
tion received from the United Kingdom
or Canada marked ‘‘Atomic,’’ or infor-
mation received from NATO marked
‘‘Atomal’’) that is defined and identi-
fied as ‘‘Restricted Data’’ or ‘‘Formerly
Restricted Data’’ in Sections 11y and
142d of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended, is outside the scope of
these guidelines. Such information is
not subject to systematic review and
may not be automatically downgraded
or declassified. Any document con-
taining information within the defini-
tion of ‘‘Restricted Data’’ or ‘‘For-
merly Restricted Data’’ that is not so
marked shall be referred to the Depart-
ment of Energy Office of Classification
for review and appropriate marking,
except for licensing and related regu-
latory matters which shall be referred
to the Division of Security, U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission.
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